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Abstract. We consider three-dimensional Lorentzian Egorov
and e-spaces and show that the existence of proper biharmonic
helices in these manifolds is highly constrained and closely tied to
the causal character of the Frenet frame. In particular, we prove
that no proper biharmonic helices exist in Egorov spaces unless
the space is flat and the normal vector is spacelike. Furthermore,
we establish that no proper biharmonic helices exist in three-
dimensional e-spaces.
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1 Introduction

The theory of harmonic and biharmonic maps has become a foundational
theme in differential geometry, with deep connections to the calculus of
variations and mathematical physics.

A smooth map ¢ : (M™, g) — (N", h) between Riemannian manifolds is
harmonic if it is a critical point of the energy functional

E(p) = %/M]dgolzdl/g: %/J\/[Zh(dgp(ei),dw(ei))dug,

where {e;} is a local orthonormal frame on M. Equivalently, ¢ is harmonic
if and only if its tension field vanishes:

m

7(p) = tryVedp = Y “(VEdp(e;) — dp(VEe;)) =0,

=1

where V¢ is the pullback connection (the induced covariant derivative along ¢).
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Introduced by Eells and Sampson [§] and further developed by Jiang [13],
biharmonic maps are critical points of the bienergy functional

Bale) = 5 [ 1@ v,

and satisfy a fourth-order partial differential equation. The associated Euler—
Lagrange equation is the vanishing of the bitension field:

7a(p) = A?7(p) — trg(RY(dp(.), T(¢))de(.)) = 0,

where A¥ = —tr,(V¥)? is the rough Laplacian along ¢, and RY is the
curvature operator of the target manifold N.

While every harmonic map is automatically biharmonic, the converse
does not hold in general. The study of proper biharmonic maps, those that
satisfy the biharmonic condition without being harmonic, has become an
active area of interest, highlighting various geometric constraints related to
the curvature and symmetry of the ambient space.

In [3], Caddeo et al. provided a classification of non-harmonic bihar-
monic submanifolds in the three-dimensional unit sphere S®. They showed
that such submanifolds are limited to circles, spherical helices, and parallel
spheres.

Among the most elementary yet structurally rich examples of bihar-
monic maps are biharmonic curves: smooth maps v : [ — (M",g) from
a one-dimensional domain into a Riemannian or pseudo-Riemannian man-
ifold whose bitension field vanishes. Several studies have addressed their
classification in various geometric contexts.

In [4], Caddeo et al. investigated proper biharmonic curves on surfaces
and proved that a non-geodesic biharmonic curve must lie on a surface with
constant positive Gauss curvature equal to the square of the geodesic curva-
ture. Furthermore, if the Gauss curvature is nonpositive, then all biharmonic
curves are geodesics.

Considerable attention has also been devoted to biharmonic curves in
Riemannian homogeneous manifolds and symmetric spaces. In [6], the au-
thors provided a complete classification and explicit parametrization of bi-
harmonic curves in three-dimensional Cartan-Vranceanu spaces. This study
was later extended to higher-dimensional analogues in [I0]. Additional con-
tributions by Inoguchi [12] and Fetcu and Oniciuc [I1] further illustrate how
the existence of proper biharmonic curves is deeply influenced by the under-
lying curvature and symmetry.

In a related setting, Caddeo et al. [5] classified proper biharmonic curves
in the Riemannian Heisenberg group, demonstrating how its geometric struc-
ture constrains such curves. In the Lorentzian case, Lee [14] extended this
analysis to the three-dimensional Lorentzian Heisenberg group. There, it
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was shown that proper biharmonic spacelike curves must be pseudo-helices
with spacelike normal vectors. These curves are also characterized as slant
curves, and their parametric forms were explicitly determined. This study
revealed that the existence of proper biharmonic helices, Frenet curves with
constant curvature and torsion, depends critically on the causal character
of the Frenet frame, a phenomenon that does not arise in the Riemannian
context.

While biharmonic curves have been extensively studied in Riemannian
manifolds, their extension to Lorentzian geometry introduces distinct chal-
lenges due to the presence of null directions and the indefinite nature of the
metric. The causal character of vectors and the complexity of the curvature
operator in Lorentzian manifolds significantly influence the behavior and
classification of such curves.

In this context, three-dimensional Lorentzian manifolds with large isome-
try groups provide a particularly interesting setting. These spaces, classified
according to the dimension of their isometry groups, include notable exam-
ples such as Egorov spaces and e-spaces, which belong to the third stratum
in the classification developed by Patrangenaru [I6]. These manifolds are
known for their rich structure [I]: they are conformally flat, admit parallel
null vector fields, and exhibit harmonic curvature properties. Such geo-
metric features make them natural candidates for further investigation in
Lorentzian geometry.

The present work is devoted to the analysis of biharmonic helices in
the three-dimensional Egorov and e-spaces. Our approach is motivated by
the classification of Lorentzian manifolds with large isometry groups and
their role in the geometric study of curvature and symmetry. We aim to
determine whether proper biharmonic helices, those which are biharmonic
but not geodesic, can exist in these settings, and under what geometric and
causal constraints.

The structure of the paper is as follows. In Section 2, we recall key geo-
metric properties of Egorov and e-spaces, including explicit expressions for
their Levi-Civita connections and curvature tensors with respect to pseudo-
orthonormal frames. Section 3 begins with a review of the Frenet-Serret
apparatus in Lorentzian three-manifolds and the definition of biharmonic
curves. We then formulate and analyze the biharmonic equation in each of
the two families of spaces under consideration.

Our results reveal that the existence of proper biharmonic helices is
highly constrained. Specifically, we prove that in Egorov spaces, such curves
may exist only in the flat case and only when the normal vector is spacelike.
In contrast, we show that no proper biharmonic helices exist in e-spaces,
regardless of the causal configuration of the Frenet frame. These results
highlight the strong dependence of biharmonicity on the causal character of
the Frenet frame and the curvature properties of the ambient space.
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2 Lorentzian Manifolds with Large Isometry
Group and their curvature

In Riemannian geometry, an n-dimensional manifold admitting an isometry
group of dimension n(n — 1)/2 + 1 must be either of constant sectional
curvature or a product of an (n — 1)-dimensional space of constant curvature
with a line or a circle. The Lorentzian case, however, admits greater diversity
due to the presence of invariant null submanifolds under isometry group
actions.

Let lp(n) > l1(n) > ... be the strictly decreasing sequence of all possible
dimensions of isometry groups Iso(M, g) that an n-dimensional Lorentzian
manifold (M, g) can admit, and consists of all diffeomorphisms of M that
preserve the Lorentzian metric g. The maximal value is lo(n) = n(n +1)/2
realized precisely by spaces of constant sectional curvature (as in the Rie-
mannian setting).

Following [16], a connected Lorentzian manifold of dimension n is said to
belong to the j-th stratum if its isometry group has dimension exactly I;(n)
and it admits an effective isometric action by a Lie group of that dimension.
This defines a stratification of Lorentzian manifolds according to symmetry
“size”, with lower j indicating higher symmetry.

The first three strata have dimensions:

Startum 0: ly(n) =n(n+1)/2.
Startum 1: I3(n) =n(n—1)/2 + 2.
Startum 2: ly(n) =n(n —1)/2 + 1.

These strata were studied and classified in detail in [I6]. A key insight in
this context is that pseudo-Riemannian manifolds admitting large isometry
groups are likely to be homogeneous. Patrangenaru [16] demonstrated that
Lorentzian manifolds in the first two strata 0 and 1 are indeed homogeneous
with constant curvature. Furthermore, the classification in the third stratum
(for n > 5 and n # 7) shows that besides constant curvature spaces M} (c),
and product manifolds such as M" !(c) x Ry or R x M *(c), additional
examples include:

Egorov spaces: These are Lorentzian manifolds, first introduced by
L.P. Egorov in [9], of the form (R",gs), where f is a positive function of
a real variable and the metric is defined by

n—2

g7 = fea) 3 (d)? + 2de,ydr,.

=1

e-spaces: These are Lorentzian manifolds (R",g.), equipped with the

metric
n—2

n—2
9e = Z(dﬂfi)Q —dr, 1dr, + ¢ Z(il?i)Q(d[L‘n_l)Q.

i=1 i=1
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e-spaces provide examples of irreducible Lorentzian symmetric spaces and
also serve as models for certain non-symmetric spaces [7, [17].

In [I], curvature properties of Lorentzian n-dimensional manifolds, ad-
mitting a group of isometries of dimension at least n(n — 1)/2 + 1, are
completely described. Interesting behaviors are found such as local sym-
metry, Einstein conditions, conformal flatness, and Einstein-like conditions
were thoroughly analyzed. Their role in the theory of Ricci solitons was
further explored in [2].

Among all Lorentzian manifolds in the third stratum of this classification,
Egorov spaces stand out as the only examples that may fail to be symmetric
or even homogeneous. As shown in [I], an Egorov space is locally symmetric
if and only if its defining function satisfies

f/2_2ff//2:k

for some real constant k. Moreover, it is locally homogeneous if and only if
either it is locally symmetric, or satisfies

12 " Cn 2
f2 =28 =
for some real constants ¢, # 0 and d € R. Furthermore, Egorov spaces
possess a parallel null vector field 0,_1, placing them within the class of
Walker manifolds [1].
In this work, we restrict our attention to the three-dimensional case (n =
3). Throughout this paper, the Levi-Civita connection associated with the
Lorentzian metrics g and g is denoted by V. We adhere to the convention in
which the curvature tensor R is computed as R(X,Y) = Vixy] — [Vx, Vy].
In this section, we present a detailed description of the geometry of the
three-dimensional Egorov spaces (R?, ;) and e-spaces (R?, g.). In particular,
we compute the components of their Levi-Civita connections and curvature
tensors with respect to a suitably chosen pseudo-orthonormal frame.

2.1 Connection and Curvature of Egorov Spaces (R?, g¢)

Consider the three-dimensional Egorov space (R?, g7), where the Lorentzian
metric is given by

g7 = f(x3)dai + 2dxadas. (1)
We define the pseudo-orthonormal frame field {e;, e, €3} as
1 1 1
€1 = §ax2 + axga €y = ﬁaxp €3 = _58122 + 81237 (2)

with metric relations

gf(€17€1) = gf(€27€2) =1, 9f(€37€3) =-1,
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and Lie bracket structure

/ !/

1, e2] = —ﬁem [ea, €3] = ﬁem le1, 3] = 0.
The Levi-Civita connection V for (R?, g;) is determined by
Velel = Veleg = V61€3 = Ve361 = ve362 = v63€3 = 0, (3)
!/ /
v32€1 = Ve2€3 = ﬁ@g, ve2€2 = —ﬁ<61 — 62).

The non-vanishing curvature components with respect to {ej, es, €3} are

(£ = 261"
4f2 2

(61 - 63) ) (4)

R(Bl, 62)61 = R(el, 62)63 = —R(eg, 63)61 = —R(EQ, 63)63 =
(f/)2 _ fo//
412

along with those obtained from the standard symmetries of the curvature
tensor.

R(e1,ez)ea = —R(ea, e3)en = —

2.2 Connection and Curvature of s-Spaces (R?, g.)
Now consider the e-space (R?, g.), equipped with the Lorentzian metric
ge = da? — dwydas + cxidas. (5)
We define the pseudo-orthonormal frame field {e;, e, e3} as
e1=0u, + (e27 — 1) Oy, €2 =0y, e3=0u+ (s27+1) s, (6)
with metric relations
ge(e1,e1) = ge(ea, e2) = 1, g-(e3,e3) = —1,
and Lie bracket structure
le1, €2] = —[eq, €3] = cx1 (€1 — e3), leq, e3] = 0.
The Levi-Civita connection V for (R3, ¢.) is given by
Ve e1 = Ve es = Vee1 = Ve,e3 = —erea, (7)

Ve,e2 = Vesea = ex1 (€1 — e3),

with all other covariant derivatives vanishing.
The non-zero curvature components (up to symmetry) are

R(ey,ez)er = R(ey, ez)es = —R(eq, e3)e; = —R(eq, e3)e3 = —ceeg,

R(el, 62)62 = —R(€2, 63)62 =& (61 — 63) .
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3 Biharmonic Curves

In this section, we begin by recalling some fundamental results concerning
the Frenet-Serret frame in the setting of three-dimensional Lorentzian man-
ifolds. We then introduce the notions of biharmonic curves and helices in
this context and proceed to examine the conditions under which such curves
can exist in Egorov and e-spaces.

3.1 Frenet-Serret Equations in Lorentzian 3-Manifolds

Let v : I C R — M?3 be a smooth unit-speed curve in a three-dimensional
Lorentzian manifold (M3, g), where the tangent vector 4/ satisfies g(v/,7') =
€1 = %1, indicating its causal character: spacelike when £, = 1, and timelike
when £ = —1. A unit-speed curve + is called a Frenet curve if the covariant
derivative V.7 is non-null, i.e., g(V.v', V,v') # 0.
For such curves, we can define an orthonormal Frenet frame {T, N, B}
along 7, where:
T =~ is the unit tangent vector,
N= D
IV
B is the binormal vector, determined uniquely (up to orientation) by requir-
ing {T', N, B} to form a positively oriented pseudo-orthonormal frame.

is the principal normal vector,

The construction of the Frenet frame and the Frenet-Serret equations in
Lorentzian signature has been described, for example, in [I8] (Section 2.2,
p. 5), and is carried out explicitly in the context of Lorentzian 3—manifolds
(see, for instance, [15] and [14]).

The Frenet-Serret equations in this setting are

VrT = e9kN,
VrN = —e kT 4 e37B,
VTB = —82TN7
where £ = ||V,7/|| and 7 denote the geodesic curvature and torsion of -,

respectively. The constants €5 and €3 are determined by the causal characters
of N and B, such that g(N,N) = &5, g(B, B) = e3, and they satisfy the
identity €169 = —e3.

A Frenet curve is a geodesic if and only if K = 0. Furthermore, if both &
and 7 are constant, the curve is referred to as a pseudo-helix. A pseudo-circle
is a special case of a Frenet curve where 7 = 0 and « is constant.

To describe the Frenet frame explicitly, we consider an oriented Lorentzian
manifold (M3, g) of signature (+,+,—), and let {ey, s, e3} be a local posi-
tively oriented pseudo-orthonormal frame, where ey, e; are spacelike and e
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is timelike. For vector fields

3 3
X = ZXiei, Y = ZY:L'(ZZ‘,
=1 i=1

the Lorentzian cross product X x Y is defined by

€1 €9 —E€3
XxY = X1 X2 X3 R
i Y, Yi

or equivalently,
X xY = (X2Y3 - X3Y2) €1 — (X1Y3 - X3Y1) €2 — (X1YQ - X2Y1) €3.

The minus sign in the third column reflects the Lorentzian signature (+, +, —).
The vector field X x Y is the unique vector field satisfying

g(X xY,Z)=det(X,Y,Z) forall Z,

where the determinant is computed with respect to any local positively ori-
ented pseudo-orthonormal frame.

Applying this to the Frenet frame {T', N, B}, the following cyclic relations
hold:

TxN=eB, NxB=eT, BxT=eN. 8)
Finally, decomposing the Frenet vectors with respect to {ey, es, €3}
T = T161 + T2€2 + ,Tgeg7 N = N161 + NQGQ + N3€3, B = B1€1 + B2€2 + B363,

where T;, N;, B; are smooth real-valued functions. Using , we obtain the
component relations:

e3By = T3N3 — T5Ny, e3By = T3Ny, — 11 N3, €383 = ToN; — T1 Ny, (9)

€111 = NoB3 — N3Bsy, €11y = N3By — N1B3, €113 = NoBy — N1 Do,
e9N1 = ByTs — B3Iy, €9Ny = B3T) — B3, €9N3 = BT\ — BTs.

3.2 Biharmonic Curves in Lorentzian Manifolds

Let ¢ : (M™,g) — (N™, h) be a smooth map between two pseudo-Riemannian
manifolds. The tension field of ¢, denoted by 7., measures how far is from
being a harmonic map, and is defined as

7, = traceV?dyp = Zei (Vfidga(ei) - d(p(Veiei)) ,

=1
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where {e;} is a local pseudo-orthonormal frame on (M™,g), and V¥ is the
pullback connection induced by the Levi-Civita connection on (N™, h). A
map ¢ is said to be harmonic if its tension field vanishes identically, i.e.,
7, = 0.

A natural generalization of harmonic maps is given by biharmonic maps,
which are critical points of the bienergy functional:

Ea(p) = /M 7|12 do,.

The Euler-Lagrange equation for Es, leads to the bitension field 75(y), given
by

m

na(e) = Y e ((VEVE = V8, ) 7o = RY (7, dile)di(es) )

=1

where RY denotes the curvature tensor on the target manifold. A map ¢ is
called proper biharmonic if it is biharmonic but not harmonic, i.e., 7, # 0
and 72(¢) = 0.

In the case of a curve, that is, a smooth map v : I C R — (M, g)
defined on a one-dimensional interval and parametrized by arc-length, v is
an isometric immersion of I into M. In this setting, the tension field reduces
to 7, = €1V, and the biharmonic condition simplifies to the vanishing of
the bitension field:

() = Vo = R(Vyy/', 7' ) = 0.
This condition characterizes biharmonic curves in any pseudo-Riemannian
manifold. For curves with vanishing tension field, the equation reduces to
that of a geodesic, highlighting that geodesics are trivial solutions of the
biharmonic condition.

3.3 Biharmonic Helices in Egorov Spaces (R?, g;)

Building on the general framework for biharmonic curves in Lorentzian man-
ifolds, we now turn our attention to the three-dimensional Egorov space
(R3, gy), where the Lorentzian metric takes the form (). These manifolds
exhibit a distinctive geometric structure, characterized by the presence of
a parallel null vector field and non-constant curvature. Unlike standard
models with uniform curvature (such as Minkowski, de Sitter, or anti-de
Sitter space), Egorov spaces allow for richer behavior of curves due to their
dependence on the defining function f(x3) (see [1]).

In this section, we examine the existence and characterization of bi-
harmonic helices, i.e., Frenet curves with constant geodesic curvature and
torsion, within this particular class of Lorentzian manifolds.
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Our goal is to determine the conditions under which such helices exist,
when they are proper biharmonic (i.e., biharmonic but not geodesic), and
how the form of the function f(x3) influences their geometry.

To proceed, we consider a Frenet curve y : I C R — (R?, g4), parametrized
by arc-length and satistying g;(7/,7’) = e1 = £1. Along this curve, we de-
fine a Frenet frame field {T' = +', N, B}, where ¢g¢(N,N) = 2 = £1 and
gr(B,B) = g5 = £1.

Using the Frenet-Serret equations, the bitension field simplifies as follows

7a(y) = V3T + g9k R(T, N)T.

In order to characterize the conditions under which a Frenet curve in (R?, g7)
is biharmonic, we now analyze the bitension field in more detail. To carry out
this computation, we begin by expanding V3T using the Frenet equations.
This gives

VT = 3e3kk'T + (625" — k (e1k% + 37°)) N — &1 (26" + w7') B.

Next, we express the Frenet frame in terms of the pseudo-orthonormal frame
{e1, €2, €3} defined by (2). We write the decomposition

T = T1€1 + T2€2 + 7?3637 N = N161 + N2€2 + N363, B = Blel + BQ@Q + 8363,

with real-valued smooth functions T;, N;, B;.
With respect to the Frenet frame {T, N, B}, the curvature term R(T, N)T
can be expressed as

R(T,N)T = e39;(R(T,N)T,N)N + e39;(R(T, N)T, B) B.

Using the curvature components together with the Lorentzian vector
product identities ([9)), we compute the scalar terms of R(T, N)T as follows
N2 _9f
gs(R(T,N)T,N) = %T”(TQM — TyN, + Ty Ny — T3 N,)?
(f)? —2ff"

and

()2 = 2ff"

gf(R(T> N)T7 B) = Af2

(B1Ty — BT + BsTy, — BoT3)

- (N1Ty — NoT'y + N3Ty, — NoT3)

- M(_52N1 — €2N3>(€3Bl + 5333)

412
(f/)Q _ fo//
412

:51

(N1 + N3) (B + Bs).
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Substituting into the biharmonic equation 73(v) = 0, we obtain

(f)? —2ff"
4f?

(N, + N3)(By + Bg)> B=0.

3eskk’T + <62I§}// —k(e1k? +e37°) + K

(f')? =2f1"
Af2

(B + 33)2> N
— (51 (2k'T 4+ KkT") + K

This leads to the following result

Proposition 1 Letv: I CR — (R?, g;) be a Frenet curve parametrized by
arc-length. Then ~y is a proper biharmonic curve if and only if

k = constant # 0,
( f/)2 -9 f f//

24f2

QF 11 — (!
T = €1ffT2<f)(N1 + N3)(By + Bs).

To investigate biharmonic helices in the three-dimensional Egorov space
(R®, g¢), we consider the case where the torsion 7 is constant. Under this
assumption, the third condition from the preceding proposition reduces to
the following constraint:

g1k% + 372 = (B, + Bs)?,

(2F 1" = (f')?) (N1 + N3)(By + Bs) = 0.

We now analyze the implications of this identity according to the causal
character of the Frenet frame. Note that the sign of the product ;635 deter-
mines the causal nature of the normal vector N.

Case 1: If the normal vector is timelike, i.e., g5 = —1.

This corresponds to the situation where both the tangent vector +' and
the binormal vector B share the same causal character (both spacelike or
both timelike), so that 165 = 1.

We first assume that 2ff” — (f')> = 0. This condition characterizes
the Egorov space (R?, g;) as flat. Substituting into the second condition of
the proposition leads to both the curvature x and the torsion 7 vanishing
identically. However, this contradicts the assumption that the curve is a
proper biharmonic helix. A similar contradiction arises if we suppose By +
B3 =0.

Now, consider the case Ny + N3 = 0. Since

gr(N,N) =N + N] — Ni =gy = —1,
the condition N; + N3 = 0 implies

gf(N,N) = N7 + NJ — (N,)? = N3.

11
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Consequently, N7 = —1, which is impossible for a real-valued function Ns.
Hence, the case Ny + N3 = 0 cannot occur. It follows that no proper bihar-
monic helices exist in (R?, g¢) when the normal vector is timelike (i.e., when
E9 = —1)

Case 2: If the normal vector is spacelike, i.e., €5 = 1.

In this case, the tangent vector 7" and the binormal vector B have oppo-
site causal characters, which implies e163 = —1. Hence, the second condition
in the biharmonic characterization becomes

o o ()21

K- —T =& 4f2

Using the components of the Levi-Civita connection , we express VN
and VB with respect to the pseudo-orthonormal basis as follows:

(By + Bs)*. (10)

!/ /
VrN = (N{ - ﬁT2N2> er + (Nﬁ + ﬁTZ (N1 + N3)) €2

!
+ <N§ + ﬁT2N2> es,

VB = <Bi - ﬁT2Bz> er+ (Bé + Qf—fT2 (B1 + B3)> €2

1
+ <Bé + %TQBQ) €3.

Then, using the Frenet-Serret equations, we obtain

N+ N; = —eiw (T +T3) +es7 (By + Bs), (11)
Bi—i—Bé = —62T(N1+N3).

Let us now explore the possible solutions.
If By + B3 = 0, then from equation ([10), we have 7 = £k # 0. Since
7 # 0, the second equation in implies N; + N3 = 0. Substituting
N; + N3 = 0 into the first equation of yields 71 + T3 = 0. Thus, we
obtain
Ty 4+ T3 = Ny + N3 =0.

This leads to
g(T,T) = T12 ~|—T2~2 — T32 = T22 =&,
95(B,B) = Bi+ Bj— Bi = Bj =e¢j,

which contradicts the assumption that ;63 = —e5 = —1. Therefore, this
case cannot occur.
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Now, if N; + N3 = 0, then the first equation of implies
T
T+ T3 = - (B1 + Bs) . (12)

On the other hand, from (9) we have, since N = e, = 1,

Bl + Bg = £3 (TgNg — T3N2) + £3 (TQNl — TlNg) s
= —€3N2 (Tl + Tg) s
= :i:€3 (Tl + T3) .

Combining this with equation , we obtain
(7' + 831'{) (Bl + Bg) =0.

As we already excluded the case By + Bs = 0, we have 7 = £+x. Substituting
this into equation , we get

((f')* = 2f ") (B, + Bs) = 0.

Thus, (f')? —2ff” = 0, which again corresponds to the flat case of Egorov
space.

Therefore, we conclude that in both causal configurations of the Frenet
frame, proper biharmonic helices in (R?, g;) can exist only in the flat case
of the Egorov space, and only when the normal vector is spacelike.

Theorem 1 Let v : I C R — (R® g;) be a Frenet curve parametrized by
arc-length in the three-dimensional Egorov space (R?, gy).

If the normal vector is timelike, then there exists no proper biharmonic
helices in (R?, gr).

If the normal vector is spacelike, then ~v is a proper biharmonic heliz if
and only if T = £k = constant # 0 and the defining function f satisfies

(f)*=2ff" =0,

which characterizes the flat case of the Egorov space.

3.4 Biharmonic Helices in e-Spaces (R3, g.)

We now investigate biharmonic helices in the setting of a 3-dimensional e-
space, (R?, g.), where g. is the Lorentzian metric defined by (B]). Our goal
is to identify the conditions under which such curves are proper biharmonic
(i.e., biharmonic but not geodesic).

Let v: I C R — (R3,g.) be a Frenet curve parametrized by arc-length
and satisfying ¢.(7/,7') = €1 = £1. We consider along v a Frenet frame
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{T =+, N, B}, with g.(N, N) = ey = £1 and ¢.(B, B) = €3 = £1, and the
corresponding geodesic curvature x and torsion 7, respectively.

To analyze the biharmonic condition 75(7y) = 0, we first express the
Frenet frame in terms of the local pseudo-orthonormal basis {ej, e, e3} de-
fined by @ Using the same notation as in the previous section, we write

3 3 3
T = > Te;, N = > Nie;, and B = > B;e;, with real-valued smooth func-
i=1 i=1 i=1
tions T}, N;, B;. We then compute the third covariant derivative V3.1 along
the curve v, as well as the curvature term R(7, N)T', expressed in the Frenet
frame. This leads to the following biharmonic equation

3eskk'T + (e2” — K (e1k” + 37%) — en(By + B3)*) N
+ (ek(Ny + N3)(By + Bs) —e1 (26T + k7)) B=0.

From this, we derive the following necessary and sufficient conditions for a
curve to be proper biharmonic in (R3, g.).

Proposition 2 Let y: I CR — (R3 g.) be a Frenet curve parametrized by
arc-length. Then ~ is a proper biharmonic curve if and only if

k = constant # 0,
61:‘12 + 637’2 = —8(31 + B3)2,
7'/ = 861(N1 + N3)(Bl + Bg)

Proceeding as in the previous section, we examine the existence of proper
biharmonic helices in the three-dimensional e-space (R?,g.). To this end,
we assume that the torsion 7 is constant. Under this assumption, the third
condition in the above proposition reduces to

(N1 + N3)(By, + Bs) = 0.

Depending on the causal character of the Frenet frame, we distinguish two
cases.

Case 1: The normal vector N is timelike, i.e., e = —1.

First, suppose B; + B3 = 0. This forces both the curvature and torsion
to vanish, which contradicts the requirement for proper biharmonic (non-
geodesic) curves.

Next, assume N7 + N3 = 0. Then, using the condition g.(N, N) = g9 =
—1, we find N3 = —1, which is not possible.

Thus, both possibilities lead to contradictions.

Case 2: The normal vector N is spacelike, i.e., g5 = 1.

From the components of the Levi-Civita connection , we write down,
in terms of the pseudo-orthonormal basis @, VN obtaining

VTN = (N{ —|— El’lNg(Tl + Tg)) €1 + (Né — Exl(Tl —|— Tg) (Nl —|— Ng)) ()]
+ (Né - 8[)31N2(T1 + Tg)) €3.
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From the second Frenet-Serret equation, we get
N{ +Né = —81/{/(T1 +T3)—|—€3T (Bl +Bg) (13)

Now suppose N; + N3 = 0. Then

E1E3T

T1+T3: (B1—|—B3)

From the first equation in @, and using the fact that N2 = g5 = 1, we
obtain
Bl + B3 = :t&g (T1 + Tg) .

Combining the two identities, we get
(1 + gl—T) (B, + Bs) = 0.
K

Assuming B; + Bs # 0, we obtain 72 = k2. Substituting into the second
biharmonic condition,

(€14 €3) K2 = —e(By + 33)2,

but since 163 = —1, this implies By + B3 = 0, hence T} 4+ T3 = 0. This con-
tradicts the causal character of the tangent and binormal vectors. Therefore,
the assumption Ny + N3 = 0 must be false. We conclude that B; + B3 = 0,
leading to 7 = +k.

Now, from the Levi-Civita connection ([7)), we compute

VTB = (Bi + €$1BQ(T1 —+ Tg)) €1 + (Bé — El’l(Tl + T3) (Bl + Bg)) €9
+ (Bé - 5$1BQ(T1 + Tg)) €3.

From the third Frenet-Serret equation, we obtain
Bi + Bé = —&9T (N1 + Ng) = 0

Since 7 # 0, this yields N; + N3 = 0, which when substituted into equa-
tion , gives 11 + T5 = 0, once again leading to a contradiction with the
causal character of the Frenet frame.

Therefore, neither case allows the existence of proper biharmonic helices
in (R?, g.). We conclude with the following result.

Theorem 2 Let v : I C R — (R3, g.) be a Frenet curve parametrized by
arc-length in the three-dimensional e-space (R, g.). Then there exists no
proper biharmonic helices in (R3, g.).
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